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Sewickley Heights History Center — 1901 Glen Mitchell Road

~ The Russians Landed: ‘
Avinoff & Shoumatoff in .

a presentation by L. John Kroeck, Heather H. Semple & Harton S. Semple, Jr

hese émigré artists were the children of Russian nabMg/was trained in lawas a gentleman-in-waiting to the Czamd was
serving as a government official in 1917 when the Bolshevik Revolution forced him to flee to the United States. His lifelong intere
in butterflies became the core of his professional life. She was a gifted painter who fled with her famdyi¢a after the abdication of
the CzarShe would become the portrait painter of the rich and famous. Both would have connections to the Séalliekley

Elizabeth Shoumatbf talent was

ndrei Avinoff (1884-1949), [
through his interest in |
lepidoptery became acquainted
with William J. Holland, Director of
the Carnegie Institute. In 1926
Avinoff was, himself, appointed
Director of the Carnegie, a post h¢
held until his retirement in 1945.
During these years he held adviso
professorships at the University o
Pittsburgh and illustrated several
books, notably\ild Flowers of

“discovered” by artist and neighbor
Geoge Inness, Jrson of the famous
Hudson River School landscape
painter Assisted by advertising
tycoon Frank Seaman in finding
wealthy patrons, she was soon
much in demand, painting Dukes,
Biddles and Drexels in Philadelphia,
DuPonts inWilmington, Fords in
Detroit, Fields in Chicago and scores
of subjects in SewickleyA few

Western PennsylvaniadAmong his acquaintances was airlin@xamples of her work for Sewickley patrons will be on display at the
pioneer Geage Rice Hann, who enlistedvinoff to catalog the lecture. Madame Shoumatoff is perhaps most famous for the
remarkable collection of Russian icons he housed at his Sewicklafinished likeness of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt on which
Heights estate, ‘fEetops.” Examples @&vinoff’s paintings and she was working when FDR died. For that steeg page 3 of this
publications will be on view at the Novembeildcture. newsletter

Andrei’s sisterElizabeth (1888-1980), was married mia “Leo” M ore orAndreiAvinoff and Elizabeth Shoumatafan be found
Schumachera member of an old Russian famil{Schumacher” in Alex Shoumatdf Russian BloodA Family Chonicle,

was changed to “Shoumatbft the beginning ofMorld War |, New York, Coward, McCann & Geoghegan, 1982; and Elizabeth
when anti-German feeling was running higkfter emigrating to Shoumatdi FDR’s Unfinished Pdrait: A Memoir, Pittsbugh,
America, Leo became a partner of Igor Sikorsky of helicopter fanuniversity of Pittsburgh Press, 1990.
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Reminiscences of Sewickleyalley
by Gilbert Adams Hays

from The Wekly Herald vol. VIII, no.7, October 8, 1910, p. 2

the bag, and by the time the train got to Roseburg, where Dick
lived, the bottom was well soaked. Instead of getting off at Sewickley

as usual the majority of the gang stayed on the train to see the fun.

DICk Swartzweldarwho was one of the popular young MEAs the train stopped, Swartzwelder grabbed the bag, getting as far

around the village some years ago, had considerable art'StsS!(ihe platform when the bottom let go, and the turkey rolled down

now r:g':ty’sse%rgfa?iﬁfwviv:rkrgnovrﬂtﬁﬁ?gT:ﬁgﬁi\i:n& the car steps and on down the stairs that led to Ferry Street,
9 9 9 shredding scraps of iron at every bounce. Dick never turned, but

rather dignified mannemlthough a member of the perniciousl : . : . L
active gang that together went to the city on the Beaver Falls in)ftiﬁgded straight for home, leaving his next sigjece de résistance

morning and returned on the old 6:10 in the evening. This bur%'fqg where it fell on the street, the boys howling and roaring as he
t

were great practical jokers, especially among themselves, and |es|:?1ppeared up Grant Street,

pranks are legion and many times original. On another evening, Fred Muller appeared on the evening

EveryThanksgiving day thevestinghouse Electric Comparigen rain with three or four ducks still dressed in their original

0 : feathers, and not wrapped up, a present from city friends
having its ofices and shops illegheny presented each employe%vho had been shooting out at Kankakee. Placing them upon one of

with a nice fat, juicy turkey Dick was among the fortunate ON€Sy - racks. Ered went to the other end of the wdwere he sat
but did not relish carrying the anticipated, but uncooked, feasﬁertaini,ng a pretty gifl. The opportunity was quickly taken

from the office to the train, so secured the services of one of (fw ' .
) . : . vantage of, and one of the ducks was fired well up into the
boy messengers to get it to the train for him. In an evil moment the
bov left the turkev in the machine ship. wraoped up in a bi amlgdle of the caronly to be followed by all the others, everybody
y y P: PP P 9p Peking a hand in helping the good work along, until the air was full
bag, unguarded for an hour or so, when some of the men filled

. . ) of dissected duck, heads, legs and wings rapidly becoming separated
Lunrgle?; xgz ?]Exf'ticgjrz{iEOIt.Sl;Srlu;Sngtd dtg:[;?r?s :;Zn,:etgeo:?tir:?rspm their original owners in the mélée. Muller was so intent with

: . 9 9 9Ne girl that he did not realize what was going on until, about to get
pounds it weighed.

off a Sewickleya piece of the massacred bloody fowl hit him along
The crowd always rode in the smoksw the turk was placed on theside the head. Presumably the car cleaners at Beaver Falls got the
coal box in the rearEn route some wag poured a glass of water irft@gments, for none of the duck was removed at Sewickley

In Memoriam

ElizabethAnne Jennings Krush

Sponsaim)$; Benefactors

Thanks to the following, who have gemesly suppaed the Sewickleyalley Historical Society with gifts in addition to membership dues:

Geoge J. Berrylll; Mrs. David B. Oliver |l

New Members

Will & Katharine Harbison, Sewickley; Mradmy O. MasonAmbridge; JohiWitwer, Evegreen, CO
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Signals
Madame Shoumatoff & dnetldrifiindk

I n 1937, Elizabeth Shoumatcdlready famous for her celebrity portraits, met a Mrs. Lucy Rutherford, who had been Eleanor Reosevelt’

private secretaryElizabeth was asked to paint.Nnd Mrs. Rutherford, and she did, eventually doing all their children as well. Lucy
and Elizabeth became friends. Kept very private was the fact that Mrs. Rutherford had been intimately involved with Franklin Dela
Roosevelt since at least 1914. Both Rutherford and Mrs. Roosevelt seemed to tolerate this most discreet relationship.

In 1943, Mrs. Rutherford arranged for Elizabeth to paint President Roosevelt,
the result being a twelve by ten inch head and shoulders of him in his navy
cape. Color reproductions soon were hanging in homes around the country
It was decided that Elizabeth should do a life-size portrait for the White
House, but nothing more was said of it until March of 1945, when Lucy
called to say that the President, just returned fraifta, had gone té/arm
Springs in Georgia to rest and that he had some time to sit for a portrait.
Rutherford was very concerned about the Presisiaegilth and wanted the
portrait done immediately

So Elizabeth traveled to Georgia with Lucy Rutherford. The President, who
looked careworn, was nevertheless full of pep when sitting for Madame
Shoumatdfon the morning ofpril twelfth. He was seated at a desk going
over some papers and would look up on request as the likeness was blocked
out. Elizabeth always started with the eyes and moved outward from there.

The President said, “BVhave fifteen minutes to work.” It was nearing
lunchtime. Roosevelt suddenly raised his hand and passed it over his head
in an unnatural, jerky wayl'hen, without a sound, he slumped forward in his
chair

Elizabeth ran out of the room and summoned the docBtre and Mrs.
Rutherford then hurriedly packed their things and left. Wiaam Springs

hotel where they stopped to call and find out what happened, they heard
from a weeping switchboard operator that the President had died.

Elizabeth Shoumatbfs connection with this historic event made her a
celebrity and the unfinished portrait of FDR became famdtee rights to
publish it in theDaily Newscost $25,000! The donated portrait hangs today
at the LittleWhite House inWarm Springs. Now Elizabeth received
commissions to paint other crowned heads and presidents, incWidliagh Tubman of Liberia andyindon Baines Johnson. Madame
Shoumatoff died in 1980, beloved and honored, painting until the end.

The Sewickleyalley Historical Society Board of Directors voted
its last meeting to donate $5000 to Sewicldeg€ochran Hose
Company for the restoration of its 19®merican LaFranc@&riple i3
Engine. The fire truck arrived at Sewickley Station on May 1, 197

and was Cochran Hosgdrimary unit until 1966. More recently
has been used in parades and to carry Santa Claus into Sewif
for Yuletide in theVillage. It is one of the oldest pieces of fire
apparatus still in service.

The venerable vehicle was delivered to RoBarage in Eighty-
Four, PA—known for being one of the best in the business I_.
restoring antique fire trucks—in October 2005. Itis estimated that Cochran Hose Comparsy1927American LaFrance fple Engine
the restoration will cost between $60,000 and $75,000.

Should any member of SVHS wish to contribute further to this worthy project, checks should be made payable to Sallégkley
Historical Societymarked_aFrance,and mailed to SVHS Headquarters, 200 Brdaeke® SewickleyPA 15143.
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Some Recent Visitors

Sewickleyalley Historical Society nother recent visitor was John
Amember from the state of Indiang A HardenWillock, a great-grandson

was recently back home again i of B. F Jones. MWillock was in
Pennsylvania. Magaret Barne®/olfe made Western Pennsylvania to attend a reception
the trip especially to attend the gala Riding at the Jones Library iAliquippa, a gift to
and Driving party on September 28th at thie that city from members of the family of the
Sewickley Heights History Centewhich famous industrialist and leader of Sewickley
brought out the Sewickley Hunt in full regalia Heights society Mr. Willock, who lives in
and a fabulous display of classid Chestertown, MD, was accompanied by his
automobiles. wife Judith and daughters Jillillock Caron

Horses and history are both interests in P¢g and Susakillock.

Wolfe’s life. She has four horses in her bain During his visit, JohiWillock was invited to

in Charlestown, IN, across the river fron sitin the chair used by his great-grandfather
Louisville, KY, and .she is a memb.er of Fh Peg Vilfe & B. G Shields in 188_8, when. he was chawman of thg

Clark’s Grant Historical Society in Republican National Committee. The chair

Charlestown. SVHS files are photos of the greais a prized possession of SVHS, presented

Although her work lured her away frOmCIydesdaIes on thé/olfe Farm and copies to the Society by the family of B. Fones, Jr

Pittsburgh, Peg has never neglected h Fthe_awards family members won from th%Iohn HarderWillock’s grandmother was
Western Pennsylvania roots. She grew merican Jersey Cattle Club. Alice Jones, wife oiVilliam W. Willock. A

on thewolfe Farm along Glen Mitchell Road Pegs trips to Sewickley always includefew years ago, Norman, Joknbrother

in old Sewickley Height§ownship. Her looking up classmates from Sewickley Higtvisited SVHS headquarters, and he, too, was
father Charles JWolfe, was the township Schools Class of 1939. Peg furthered heinvited to sit in the Jones chaitccording
secretaryand his meticulous tax inventoryeducation at the University of Pittsburgh antb B. G Shields, the two brothers resemble
record of the grand estates rests in the SVHBen went on to a successful career iane another and bear a likeness to
collection, thanks to Pegolfe. Also in the advertising. photographs of B..Rones, Sr

Slgniatli&igned and edited by Susan C. Holtdisit our website, wwvgewickleyhistoryorg — or e-mail us at sewickleyhistory@verizon.net.
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